Reticuloendotheliosis in breeder turkeys.
Reticuloendotheliosis virus (REV) was isolated at 21 weeks from a flock of breeder turkeys with lymphoid neoplasms. Except for about 2% mortality due to tumors mainly between 20 and 30 weeks of age, the livability and egg production of the flock were normal. Egg transmission as a source of infection seemed unlikely, because no REV antibodies or production problems were observed in two sister flocks (hatchmates) and in three progeny flocks, and because eggs obtained from the breeder flock at 45 weeks lacked REV group-specific antigen and produced poults negative for REV infection. The virus isolate, designated REV strain 339, produced an acute neoplastic disease when inoculated into young chickens.